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What are the Signing Glossaries? 
The Signing Glossaries1 are six venue-specific signing glossaries that are available as apps. They were 
researched and developed for deaf and hard of hearing individuals, age 5 and above for use during visits 
to informal learning venues. The glossaries can be used to increase access to virtual or in person visits to 
aquariums, botanical gardens, natural history museums, nature centers, science museums, and zoos.  They 
may also be useful at home, in other out-of-school settings, and for in person or remote learning 
experiences. Each glossary includes hundreds of terms, options for personalized use, and a Quick Start 
Guide.  
 
 
How Do I Get a Signing Glossary?  
Apps for each signing glossary are available free from the Apple App Store for use with iOS devices 
(iPhones, iPads, and iPods) and from the Google Play Store for use with Android devices. You can 
download multiple glossaries on one or several devices.  
 
 
 

Signing Glossary Links for iOS Devices 
 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/signing-zoo-glossary/id1436635643  
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/signing-nature-center-glossary/id1436639785  
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/signing-scimuseum-glossary/id1436639314  

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/signing-nathistmuseum-glossary/id1436638576  
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/signing-aquarium-glossary/id1436632832  

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/signing-botanicalgrdn-glossary/id1436637275  
 
 

Signing Glossary Links for Android Devices 
 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.terc.signsci.glossary.szg2.android 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.terc.signsci.glossary.sncg2.android 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.terc.signsci.glossary.ssmg2.android 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.terc.signsci.glossary.snhmg2.android 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.terc.signsci.glossary.sag2.android 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.terc.signsci.glossary.sbgg2.android 

 
1 The Glossaries were developed by TERC and funded in part by the National Science Foundation, #1602284. All 

opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the funders. 
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How Do I Use the Signing Glossary? 
 
Use the Navigation Bar to find terms. 1) Click the Letter icon. Select a letter to see a listing of all of the 
terms for that letter. Select a term to go the term and its Definition page. 2) Click the Category icon to see 
a listing of Key Terms you are likely to encounter during a visit and lists of terms by category. Select a 
term to go to the term and its Definition page. 3) Click the Search icon. Type the term you are looking for 
into the Search box. Click the forward arrow to go to the term and its definition page. If the term is not 
included in the glossary, a message will appear with this information. 
 
 

 
Navigation Bar 
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             Definition Page 

 
Use the Definition Page to find out about a term. 1) Click the Voice icon to listen to the term and its 
definition. 2) Click the picture icon to see a relevant illustration. 3) Click ASL to go to the Signing page 
and see a 3D avatar character sign the term and its definition. Use the video controls to start and stop the 
signing, go forward and back, change the page size, and return to the definition page.  
 

 

  
Illustration Page            Signing Page 
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Use the Quick Start Guide to practice use of the glossary before your visit or to help you use it during 
your visit. Click on the “i” icon on the right-hand side of the navigation bar to access the Guide. It provides 
a quick overview of what is available and instructions for navigation and use of the various features. 
 

 
Quick Start Guide 

 
How Do I Make Use of the Glossary?  
How you make use of the glossary depends on your type of visit. If you are visiting a venue in person, 
download the glossary before you go and practice looking up terms. View the venue website to help you 
identify useful terms to look up and to think about how and where you might use the glossary during your 
visit. During your visit use the glossary to help you do the activities that are available and those you come 
up with on your own. Be sure to look up terms, that appear in exhibit signs or instructions, are used in in 
interpreted shows or presentations, and to help you discuss what to do and what you did, noticed, learned, 
and wondered about. After your visit, use the glossary in combination with information that is available 
online from the venue you visited or from other venues to learn more about things that came up during 
your visit or that you are curious about.  
 
If you are visiting a venue online only, use the glossary to help you explore science exhibits and 
experiences that are available. These may include virtual exhibits, tours, field trips, and presentations. To 
find something of interest, try looking at Web sites of venues in your state or region, in other states and 
regions, and other countries. Also try searching general topics such as museum tours, animal live cams, or 
specific museums you have visited or know about. After you find a place to visit, use the glossary to help 
you look up terms as you decide what to do, engage virtually with the material, and discuss things that 
emerge along the way or afterwards. 
 
If your children are involved in remote learning, encourage and help them use the glossary to look up 
terms while doing assignments and completing activities. This may include using the glossary to assist 
with watching videos and tutorials, doing online research, completing written work, and conducting or 
observing hands-on experiments. You also may want to consider using the glossary to look up terms 
while exploring outdoor environments. This may include using the glossary to look up terms as you 
explore your backyard, street or community, on a walk, hike or scavenger hunt.   


